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ANTI-MORMON OBJECTIONS ANSWERED. 


BY HENRY WHITTALL. 


The principles and members of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints have, on many occasions and in 
many ways, been much mis ted by 
their opponents. Rumour, with her thou- 
sand tongues, has been busily engaged 
against them; the finger of scorn has 
been contemptuously pointed at them; 
and they have been met on every side 
continually with ridicule and _ slander, 
bigotry and persecution. Notwithstand- 
ing all this, however, the “ Mormons,” un- 
dismayed at the apparent danger, still 
remain firm in their faith, and are at all 
times able and willing to give a reason 
for the hope that is in them. They are 
not like the little delicate, sensitive plant, 
that shrinks at the slightest touch, or like 
the slender aspen leaf, that trembles at 
the faintest breeze; but rather resemble 
the deep-rooted mountain oak, that de fies 
the rudest tempest, and remains unharmed 
amidst the roughest storms. The winds 
of opposing influences may blow, and floods 
of the bitterest pers-cution may threaten 
to engulph them, but so long as they re- 
main true to themselves, to their religion, 
and their God, they know that sll will be 
well with them, because their foundation 
is sure—the rock on which they stand is 
immoveable, and cannot fail: in- 


quick] 


deed, have taken in hand to 
Mormonism,” so-called, but have failed 
in their efforts. They have succeeded 
only in exposing ves and their own 
systems. They have done us no harm, 
but rather good; for they bave unwit- 
tin gly scattered the seeds of Mormonism” 
far and wide, accompanied with an ample 
supply of filthy com which will cause 
those seeds to germinate and grow more 
than they otherwise would. Thus 
out of evil good often comes. The emis- 
saries of Satan are indispensably useful in 
their way: their adverse movements, 
being thus overruled for good, result in 
the unexpected furtherance of the great 
work of God. Their attempts o er 
pose Mormonism” will always recoil 
upon themselves, Their bitter enmity in 
the guise of friendship, and their infidel 
hostility under the mask of religion, will 
invariably result in their own discomfiture 
and defeat. It is not “Mormonism ” that, 
in their eense of the words, requires to be 
„exposed or “ unmasked,” but sectarian- 
ism— that mass of i 


which passes current in the world under 
the falsely- assumed name of i 
—that modern counterfeit religion—that 


day, which, 
ch, 


do-Christianity of the 
being but a mixture of 5 


a 
| 
Z 
— — ę——ä— — ũ — — ẽ̈n— 
* 
* 


82 ANTI-MORMON OBJECTIONS ANSWERED. 


tion, and superstition, is at best but a | 
mere caricature of genuine religion—in 
short, rank infidelity 

However, there are to be found, in 
some anti-Mormon publications, objec- 
tions of various kinds, which, earrying | 
with ‘them, at first sight, an gpparent 


that the wise men came from the east to 
Jerusalem to seek Christ; but Herod 
odiled for the scfibes, and by them the 
wise men were sent from Jerusalem to 
Bethlehem. Can any man doubt but 
that the anther of the Book of Mormen 
was an illiterate impostor, dike ignorant 


plausibility, are less unworthy of notice | of prophecy, history, and geography? — 
than others. To some of these the writer | Mormonisin Anti-Sriptural, by Rev. B. 


purposes to append answers as summary 
as the nature of the arguments may ad- 


Witlmore. 
Answer: If an infidel objector were 


mit of; his object being t wo- fold first, to quote certain prophecies from the 


that some of his brethren, whose atten- 


Bible, and then, turning to certain appa- 


tion, perhaps, may not have ‘been before | rently conflicting accounts of their fulfil- 


directed to all the particular kinds of ob- 


ment, or to passazes which mention cir- 


jeetions adduced, may be in some measure | cumstances involved in their fulfilment 


assisted in their efforts to meet them 
when put; and secondly, that some of the 
more honest-hearted class of objectors 
may be led, by further investigation, to 
see that the “Mormons,” so-called, are 
not without a reason for the hope that is 


that do not appear to harmonize with the 
terms of the prophecies, were on that ac- 
count to denounce: the Prophets as illi- 
terate impostors, ignorant of this, that, 
and the other, what would be said to 
such charges? How would the defenders 


in them, that they are by no means afraid | of the Bible proceed with such an objec- 


of their principles being investigated and 
scrutinized, and that they desire all men 
to “prove all things, and 10 embrace 
and ever hold fast that which is good.” 


. Oxpsection: “A slight acquaintance 
with the Book of Mormon will satisfy 
2 man that its author knew very little 
kither of sacred or profane history; and 
it is no light task even to arrange his 
blunders. Let me commend to your no- 
tice the following specimens :—The Bible 
tells us that Christ should be born of a 
virgin in Bethlehem of Judea. A short 
time before our Saviour's birth, there 
seemed te be no probability that this pro- 
phecy could be fulfilled ; but the Almighty 
so arranged it in his providence, that the 
Roman Emperor ordered all nations to 
be taxed ; and then Joseph and Mary de- 
2 from the city in which they then 
ived, and, at very great trouble and in- 
convenience, went up to Bethlehem, where 
the Redeemer was born. But what do 
your writings say? And behold he (i. e. 
Ch: ist) shall be born at Jerusalem, which 
is the land of our forefathers.’ (Book of 
Morinon, p. 255 * It is a question, then, | 
bet ween Micub and St. Luke on the one 

side, for they say he was born at Bethle- 
hem, atid the author of the Book of Mor- 
Senate he says that Christ was born at 


tor? Would they concede that he had 
satisfactorily proved the sacred writers, 
or the translators, to have been arrant 
knaves and impostors, and the Bible to be 
a mere mass of unintelligible jargon, fla- 
een contradictions, blunders, and absur- 

ities? Certainly not. In endeavouring 
to reconcile apparent contradictions, they 
would doubtless advise their objector not 
to be too hasty in drawing his conclu- 
sions—not to be captious and hypercriti- 
cal, but to study the meaning of the 
sacred writers rather than their form of 
words merely. Now, let this course of pro- 
cedure be adopted in the present case, and 
the force of the objection will disappear — 
the apparent disagreement between the 
Bible and the Book of Mormon will spee- 
dily vanish. The reader of the latter 
work will find that, with the aborigines of 
America, the name of a city was, in some 
cases, the name of the surrounding terri- 
tory. Several instances might be cited, 
but one will suffice fur illustration. In 
the, book of Alma, which contains the 


passage in question, we read of a certain 


land, called Jerusalem, and of a city, 
called by the same name. The’ 13: 

chapter commences thus:—“ Now ‘when 
Ammon aud his brethren separated them- 
selves in the borders of the land of the 
Lamanites, behold Aaron took his journey 


erucalem. The contest, however, is de- | towards the land which was called, by 


@x- 
* 


tie’ Page 227 of present edition. 


ed by St. Matthew, for he tells us the Lamanites, Jerusalem, calling it after 


the land of their fathers’ nativity; and it 


was away joining the borders of Mormon. 


| 

| 
| | 
| 

| 

| 

| 
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on t 

peop was called 
also be found in the 
region or land 


Now, the 
and the 
t city, w 
jimilar cases may 
Bible. For instance, the 
of Samaria had for its capital a city, called 
Samaria. Now, one person might speak 


or write of some ciroumstance 


peer name of the town or 2 
where it oocurred, and which place might 

ve been a few miles from the city of 
Samaria. To a superficial hearer or 
reader, these two accounts of the same 
gecurrence would possibly ap to be 
contradictory, while in lity there 
would be no contradiction at all. This 
will serve as an illustration of the 


imagi “blunder” cited from the 
Bock of 1 It is evident that b 
Jerusalem, in the quoted passage, is 
meant, not the city, but the land of Jeru- 
salem, in Palestine. The words are suffi- 
ciently explicit at Jerusalem, which is 
the land of our forefathers.” This also 
ees with the words of Alma in rela- 
tion to Jerusalem on the western conti- 
nent— The land which was called, by 
the Lamanites, Jerusalem, calling it after 
the land of their fathers’ nativity.” This 
western land of Jerusalem being thus dis- 
tinguished from the city of Jerusalem 
mentioned immediately afterwards, evi- 
dently shows that the inspired writer, 
Alma, also distinguished the eastern land 
of Jerusalem, in which Bethlehem was 
situated, and in which Christ was born, 
from the ay of Jerusalem, which was the 
gapital. This mode of geographical no- 
menclature may not exactly square with 
modern usages; but, in order to under- 
stand and fairly represent the meaning of 
ancient writers, their ideas must be stu- 
ied, and not our own. Joseph Smith, 
it must also be borne in mind, was not 
the. author, but the translator of the Book 
wf, Mormon ; and his duty. was to interpret 
2 the sense of the original before 
him ; which he was enabled to do by the 
ower and Spirit of God, through the 
Fim and Thummim. 


„ Onmcrrox: “It [Mormonism]. claims 
to be a new 8 a voice from bea- 
wen. Now, this claim is in dir t opposi- 
tion to the very words of holy Eyer 


the gran 


For I testify unto man that heareth 
the words of N this bock, 
if any man shall add unto these things, 
God shall add unto him the that 
are written in this book. (Rev. xxii. 18.) 
It-is not said, if he shall add to these books, 
but to ‘this book. Why this book? Be- 
cause it was the last, the concluding book 
of the dispensation. ... . Last of all, 
we have the book of Revelation, describin 

| d and awful events which sha 
happen to the Church and the world un- 
til the end of time. Thus it closes the 
canon of Scripture; it warns us agai 
another revelation; it denounces se- 
verest anathema against any man who 
shall dare to palm a new Bible on the 
world.” — Mormonism Anti- Scripturul, 
by Rev. B. Willmore. — 

ANsWER: The feebleness and fallacy 
of this objection appear so self-evident, 
that one wonders how any reflecting 
mind could descend to urge it. In the 
first place, if “man” is not at liberty to 
add to Divine revelation, God is. He can 
surely add to His own word whatever and 
whenever he may please. There is ample 
proof—patent to all who seek it in the 
right way—that the Book of Mormon is 
the word of God, as much so, as any book 
in the Bible. If it is, indeed, of merely 
human, and not of ‘Divine origin, that 
important point must be pr before 
the text quoted can with any force be 
broyght to bear against it. Mere as- 
sumption, in serious argument, is of no 
weight. Our opponent, in attempting to 
show that the dome of “Mormonism” are 
“jin direct opposition to the very words 
of holy, Scripture,” misrepresents those 
“very words,” as well as their obvious 
application. He affirms that “It is not 


th said, if be shall add to these books, 


but to this book.“ And yet his own 
eyes, if used, must convince him that the 
text quoted says neither the one nor the 
other. The words are, plainly enough, 
“If any man shall add unto these things.” 
What things? Evidently the things pro- 
phesied of—the words of the prop 
of this book.” Our objector asks, “ Why 
anted the v int t has to 
pa before his 23 can be ac- 
us valid. How knows he that 
John's propbecies and revelations were to 


be the last that God would ever give to 


~ | assuming ,any such thing? 


His people? What for 


‘ 


83 
in Samaria, meaning the land or province 
of Samaria, without stating the 
locality. Another person might, in re- : 


other writer in the Bible intimates any- 


tion, called the Bible, made. This 
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has he thus to presumptuously limit the 
designs of Infinite Wisdom, to confine the 
flowing stream of prophecy, to close the 
wide and open door of revelation, and to 
bur up for ever the living word of God? 
* Who hath required this at your hand,” 
reverend sir? It is true that “we have 
the book of Revelation, describing the 


d and awful events which shall hap- | larges 


pen to the Church and the world until 
the end of time.” But that is not the 
only book that describes the great events 
that will transpire iu the last days. This 
simple fact of itself blunts the point .of 
the argument, and destroys its feeble 
force. The conclusion that “thus it 
closes the canon of Scripture,” is there- 
fore quite untenable. How knows our 
opponent that it was for ever to close the 
canon? St. John does not say so. No 


thing of the kind. Every book from the 
Genesis of Moses to the Revelation of 
John may be rigidly searched, but not a 
sentence can be found denouncing future 
revelation. St. John’s anathema is plainly 
directed against persons presumptuously 
meddling with the words of his prophe- 
cies and revelations— persons taking upon 
themselves to interfere with and alter, 
either by in lation or erasure, the 
“grand and awful” contents of his book. 
A somewhat similar prohibition is expres- 
sed in Deut. iv. 2, in reference to the 
Mosaic laws, commandments, and doc- 
trines revealed to the children of Israel; 
and yet no one will venture to affirm that 
the book of Deuteronomy closed the canon 
of Scripture, and negatived allor any future 
revelations of the Divine will and wisdom. 

Besides, if John’s interdiction extended 
to the whole “canon of Scripture,” who 
is to decide how far that canon extends? 
Who is to determine what it includes, 
and what it excludes? The t com- 
28 of books, collectively called the 

ible, is comparatively a modern work. 
It exist J The vari- 
ous s, gospels, and epistles, were sepa- 
rate and afetinet of 8 and were 
written by different persons, at different 
times, in different places, under different 
circumstances, and for different purposes; 
and it was not till a long period after the 
writers of them were dead, that obtainable 
copies were collected, and the — | 

act, 


of itself, independently of other considera- 


tions, is sufficient to show that John, in 


his interdiction, must have referred 
4 his of It 
certain that m rophecies, 
revelations, — — which 
are spoken of in different parts of Scrip- 
ture, have been, at some time or other, 
“taken away” from the original stock. 
Then, again, it is well known that the two 
t bodies of professing Christians— 
the Catholics and Protestants—differ en- 
tirely from each other as to what books 
really constitute the canon of holy Scri 
ture. The former “add to,” and the 
latter “take from,” the disputed canon. 
It is also known that Luther, the head of 
a vast body of Reformers, suppressed 
seven books of Scripture, which both 
Catholics and Protestants consider a8 
quite canonical. One of the seven which 
he thus ousted from the canon was St. 
John’s book of Revelation. Dissenters of 
different denominations have also rejected 
some of the books that are included in 
the Protestant canon, and have expunged 
mary portions of others. There is, in 
fact, scarcely a chapter in the whole 
Bible that has not, at one time or another, 
undergone the ordeal of critical abscission. 
Interpolations, too, have been extensively 
made, from time to time, by the numerous 
MS. copyists: and, in addition to this, 
the instances of textual alterations, ad- 
——ů are 80 
manifold, and the list of dispute 
and (essential) various lee 80 — 
that it is utterly impossible for any unin- 
spired man, or any conclave of literati, to 
decide the query as to what does or does 
not constitute canonical, inspired Scrip- 
ture. Amidst, then, all the uncertainty, 
strife, and tumult of opinion in this 
matter, who is to 1 where the 
supposed curse is to apply? If all parties 
are anathematized 4 John who have 
added to or taken from the canon of 
Scripture, which his book is supposed to 
“close,” the curse will most assuredly be- 
of universal application; for, if we were 
to take a pen and cross out of the present 
Bible all the interpolations said to have 


been made, and the books, chapters, 
verses, and words, said to have been add- 


| 
| 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
bd, and all those that have been and are: 
| now declared to be spurious, by the learn- 
| | ed critics of different parties of Scriptu- 
| rians, there would not be a single vestige 
| left —not even the pet passage which our 
| objector has so triumphantly quoted, but. 
| so glaringly misappliea ! 
(To be continued.) 
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(Continued from page 72.) 


[January, 1842.] 


Monday, 31st. Assisted in isi 
the tithings of Saturday, with Emma — 
Received many calls Read in “ Mormon” 
—After dinner visited brother Chase who 
was very sick, and in the evening was in 
Council with Brigham Young, Heber C. 
Kimball, Orson Pratt, Wilford Woodruff, 
and Willard Richards, concerning brother 
Snider and the Printing office; spent the 
evening very cheerfully, and retired about 
ten o'clock. 

Tuesday, February Ist. Two large 
stones, for door sills, for the Nauvoo 
House, hauled. 

The following article is from the Mil- 
lennial Star of this date— 


_ Emigration. In the midst of the gene- 
ral distress which prevails in this country 
on account of want of employment, the high 
price of provisions, the oppression, priest- 
craft, and iniquity of the land, it is pleasing 
to the household of faith to contemplate a 
country reserved by the Almighty as a sure 
asylum for the poor and oppressed—a coun- 


try every way adapted to their wants and con- 


ditions—and still more pleasing to think 
that thousands of the Saints have already 
made their escape from this country and all 
its abuses and distress, and that they have 
found a home, where, by persevering indus- 
try, they may enjoy all the blessings of liber- 
ty, peace and plenty. ae 
It is not yet two years since the Saints in 
England, in obedience to the command of 
their Heavenly Father, commenced a gene- 
ral plan of Emigration to the land of Zion. 
They were few in number—generally 
poor, and had every opposition to encounter, 
both from a want of means and from the 
enemies of truth, who circulate every false- 
hood calculated to hinder or discourage 
them. Newspapers and tracts were put in 
circulation, sermons and public speeches 
were delivered in abundance, to warn the 
people that Nauvoo was a barren waste on 
the sea shore—that it was a wild and un- 
inhabited swamp—that it was full of sav- 
ages, wild beasts, and serpents—that all the 
English Saints who should go there would 
be immediately sold for slaves by the leaders 
of the Church—that there was nothing to 
eat—no water, and no way possible to ob- 
tain a-living—that all who went there 


) would have their money taken from them, 


and themselves imprisoned, &c. 

But notwithstanding all these things 
thousands have emigrated from this country, 
and now find themselves comfortably situa- 
ted, and in the enjoyment of the comforts of 
life, and in the midst of where God 
is worshipped in the spirit of truth and 
union, and where nearly all are agreed in 
religious principles. They all find plenty 


of employment and good wages, while the 


expense of living is about one-eighth of 
what it costs in this country. For instance 
—beef and pork costs about one penny per 
Ib., flour from 28. to 3s. for forty pounds, 
and Indian meal about one shilling for 60 
Ibs.; butter from 4d. to 6d. per Ib., while 
milch cows are to be had in plenty for about 
£3 per head, and other things in proportion. 
Millions on millions of acres of land lie be- 
fore them unoccupied, with a soil as rich as 
Eden, and a surface as smooth, clear, and 
meen Saree plough as the park scenery of 
England. 
Instead of a lonely swamp or dense forest 
filled with savages, wild beasts, and serpents, 
large cities and villages are springing up in 
their midst, with schools, colleges, and 
temples. The mingled noise of mechanism, 
the bustle of trade, the song of devotion, are 
heard in the distanee, while thousands of 
flocks and herds are seen grazing peacefully 
on the plains, and the fields and gardens 
smile with plenty, and the wild red men of 
the forest are only seen as they come on a 
friendly visit to the Saints, and to learn the 
way of the Lord. 

Several large ships have been chartered 
by the Saints during the present fall and 
winter, and have been filled with emigrants, 
who have gone forth with songs of joy ; and 
some of them are already safely in the pro- 
mised land, while others are, doubtless, still 
tossing upon the ocean. 

The expense of passage and provisions to 
New Orleans, has, at no time this season, 
exceeded £4, and’ it is generally as low as 
three pounds fifteen shillings. is re- 
markable, when we reflect that each pas- 
senger has provisions and water provided 
in plenty for ten weeks. But it is obtained 
at this low price by a union of effort among 
the Saints, and by the faithful and perse- 
vering exertions of their agents. For in- 
stance, they purchase provisions by the 
queens and duty free, and the moment 
they farewell to their native shores, 


— 

| 


86 
they hoist the Flag of Liberty—the Ensign 
of Zion—the stars and stripes of the Ame- 
rican Union; and under its protection - they 
completely and practically NULLIFY THE 
BREAD TAX. They eat free bread, free tea, 
free sugar, free everything, and thus ac- 
complish a journey of five thousand miles 
on theisame: money that it would cost to 
feed them for the same length of time in 
England. | 

Who that has a heart to feel, or a soul | 
te rejoice; will not be glad at so glorious: a 
plan of deliverance? Who will not hail the 
messengers of the Latter-day Saints as the 
friends of humanit y the benefactors of 
mankind ? 

Thousands have gone; and millions more must go, 

The Gentiles as a stream te Zion flow. 
Yes, friends, this glorious work has but just 
commenced: and we now call upon the 
Saints to come forward with united effort, 
with persevering exertion, and with union of 
action, and help yourselves and one an- 
other to emigrate to the Land of Promise. 

In this way we shall not only bring about 
the deliverance: of ‘tens of theusands, who 
must otherwise suffer in this country, but 
we shall add to the strength of Zion, and 
help: to rear her cities and temples-—“ to 
make her wilderness like: Eden, and her de- 
sert like the garden of the Lord,” white the 
young men and the middie aged will serve 
to inerease her legions—to strengthen her 
bulwarks—that the enemies of law and 
order; who: have sought her destruction, 
may stand afar off and tremble, and her 
banners become terrible to the wicked. 

Ye children of Zien, once more we say, 
in the name of Israel’s God, arise, break 
eff your shackles, loose yourselves from the 
bands of your neck, and go forth to inherit 
the earth, and to build up waste places’ of 
many generations: 

All who would go before September 
next, should go in the early part of March, 
as it is as late as is advisable to venture by 
way of New Orleans, on account of the 
extreme heat: of summer: and to go b 
New York or Quebec will be double the 
expense. Experience has taught us that an 
emigrant can go from Liv 1 te New 
Orleans, and from thence 1500 miles up the 
river to Nauvoo for something like £5 per 
head, including all provisions and expenses; 
while by way of New York or Qnebec it 
will cost from ten to thirteen pounds; and 
besides, there is another consideration, and 
that is, goods will cost but a triflt for 
freight up the — on a steamer, 
while the expense would be immense 


eth 
Therefore the Saints will please me no- 


tice, that after the 10th of next, 


emigration had’ better entirely: cease till 
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about the 20th of September following. If 
thousands should wish to go between this 


time and the 10th of March, they have only 


to furnish us with their names and about 


4 per head (children under 14 years half 


price), and we will provide them passage 
and provisions for the voyage, and return 
the overplus, if any, at Liverpool. 

We would again urge upon emigrants the 
important fact, that if they make known to 
us their intentions and send their money 
and names some weeks beforehand it will 
be a great convenience, and save confusion, 
trouble, and expense. All applications 
should be addressed to Messrs Pratt and 
Fielding, 36, Chapel-street, Liverpool, or to 
the Star Office, 47, Oxford-street, Man- 
chester. | 

We do net wish to confine the benefit of 
our emigration plan to the Saints, but are 
willing to grant all industrious, honest, and 


well- disposed persons who may apply to us 


the same information and assistance as emi-« 
grants to the western states, there being 
abundant room for more than a hundred 
millions of inhabitants. 


Wednesday, 2nd. Sister Laura Phelps, 
wife of Morris died 36 
— She was driven from Jackson 

ty in 1833, was in the persecution of 
Missouri in 1838, and went from Iowa to 
Missouri to assist in liberating her hus- 
band, and was left in the prison yard 
when he made his escape, willing to suf- 
fer all the abuses a savage horde could 
inflict upon: her, to set her companion 


safe from the of his murderous 
enemies. Her rest is glorious. 


I spent the day in council with Dr. 
Galland and Calvin A. Warren, Esq. 

Thursday, 3rd. In Council with Cal- 
vin A. Warren, Esq., concerning a set- 
tlement with the estate of Oliver Gran, 
ger, and delivered him the necessary 


Fader Woodruff took the superintend · 


enee of the printing office, and Elder 
Taylor the editorial department of the 
Times and Seasons; who commenced by 
N an inventory of the establishment 


ay. 
Friday, 4th. Instructed that an in- 
voice: of Galland’s scrip be made. 
Closed a contract with Ebenezer Robin · 
ater Streets, also the paper, 


iy Willard 
ry; name y 
cost between 7 and 8000 dollars, and in 


the evening attended a debate. At this 


| | 
| 
| —ñI(—é — . 
| | 
f 
| 
| 
| 
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time debates were held weekly, and en- 
— — by — in 
Jit » young oid, tor the purpose 

of truth, acquiring —ͤ— 
and improving in publie ae 
Saturday, 5th. Elder Daniel Wood, 
who had been silenced by Presidents 
Smith and Young, on a complaint for 
teaching false doctrine, came before the 
High Council at Nauvoo, and proved 
that he had not taught false doctrine, 
but had been complained of by those 
who had prejudice and hardness against 
him, and was restored to his former 
standing in the Church. 

This being Tithing day, upwards of 
81000 worth of property was received. 

The ship Hope sailed from Liverpool 
for New Orleans with 270 Saints. 

Sunday, 6th. Elders B. Young and 
H. C. Kimball went to La Harpe to hold 
a two-days’ 

From this time I was engaged in coun- 
selling the brethren, and attending to the 
common vocations of life, and my cal- 
ung reading the Book of Mormon, &c., 
until 

Thursday, 10th when I was sick and 


“he 
The war continues to rage between 
England and China. 

Friday, 11th. I was convalescent, and 
walked twice to the store. 

Saturday, 12th. An ordinance regu- 
lating weights and measures, was passed, 
also an ordinance regulating auctions, by 
the City Council, which I attended. Du- 
ring the sitting of the Council, the sub- 
1 chartered rights was dis- 


In the afternoon, plead in an action of 
slander before the Mayor, in behalf of the 
City against L. O. Littlefield, and obtained 


judgment of $500 bonds to keep the 


Sunday, 13th. In Council with the 
Mayor, brother H and Elder Wil- 
Riehards, and visited Samuel Ben- 
nett (who was sick) in company with 
William Law and lady. | 
Monday, 14th. Spent the day at my 
office, ing a variety of business, 
and continued to do the same from day 
to day till the 17th. 


Thursday, 17th. I attended a special 
session of the City Council; when an or- 
dinance was instituted authorizing and 
regulating marriages in the City of Nau- 
voo. 
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Hanley, Stafford County, England, 


we are engaged rolls on in this land, and, 
in spite of all its enemies, moves onward in 
majesty and power; there are many who de- 
vote all their time and talent in endeavoar~ 
ing to overthrow it: but 1 discover they can 
do nothing against the truth, but for it.” 
Many tracts have been published against us, 
containing all manner of lies, but in the end 
good will be the result. He that knoweth 
God heareth us.” Some of the tools of 
Satan are doing more in spreading the 
truth than we are able to do; one in par- 
ticular, a Mr. Brindley, is publishing a pe- 
riodical, showing the errors and blasphemies 
of “ Mormonism ;” and in order to do this, 
he publishes many of the revelations of God 
given to us, and through this means, the 
testimony is visiting the mansions of the 
high and mighty ones—the Reverends, 
Right Reverends, and all the noble cham- 
pions of sectarians receive them as a pre- 
cious morsel; and they are read with much 
interest; whereas, if we had sent them, 
they would have been spurned from their 
dwellings, and would not have been con- 
sidered worth reading. 

The state of this country is very awful, 
and is, according to prospects, on the eve of 
a mighty revolution; all confidence is gone 
between master and man, and men are 
afraid of each other; peace is fast removing 
from this land; in the course of the last 
few days, in many parts of this isle, they 
have been burning the effigy of the great 
men of this nation—poverty, distress, and 
starvation abound on every hand. The 
groans, and tears, and wretchedness of the 
thousands of the people are enough to rend 
the hearts of demons; many of the Saints. 
are suffering much through hunger 
nakedness; many with large families can 
scarcely get bread and water enough to 
hold the spirit in the tabernacle ; many, very 
many, are out of employ, and cannot get 
work to do, and others that do work hard 
fourteen or fifteen hours per day, can 
scarcely earn enough to enable them to live 
upon the earth. Surely there is need of de- 
liverance in Zion, and I am ready to exclaim, 
thanks be to thy name, O Lord, for remem- 
bering thy covenants! and that the “set 
time to favour Zion has come,” and that He 
has chosen the west for a refuge for His 


people. 
Wishing you all success, I remain, yours 


| in the new and everlasting Covenant, 
ALFRED 


Corpor. 


Friday, 18th. Pattended an adjourned 
City Council, and spoke at considerable 


length in Committee of the whole, on the 


— 
| President J. Smith—The work in Which 
| 
| 
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and demolished a a by 5 part of the town 


of Jellalabad. 

Sunday, 20th. I attended the meeting 
en the hill. About this time the shi 
John Cummins sailed from Liver al 
for New Orleans with Saints. The 
mont sailed on the 12th January with 
143 passengers, mostly Saints. The ex- 

ses of passage from Liverpool to New 
1 ns averages from £3 15 to £4 in- 
eluding provisions. 

Monday, 21st. I was visiting in the 
City in the morning, and transacting a 
variety of business at the office in the 
afternoon and evening. 

To the Brethren in Nauvoo City: Greet- 
ing It is highly important for the forward- 
ing of the Temple, that an equal distribu- 
tion of labour should be made in relation to 
time; as a superabundance of hands one 
2 and none the next, tends to retard 

ogress of the work; 3 every 
i r is requested to be particular to 
labour on the day set apart for the same, in 
his. ward; and to remember that he that 
sOWs ‘aparingly, shall also reap sparingly, so 


that if the brethren want a plentiful har- | 


vest, they will do well to be at the place of 
labour in good season in the morning, bring- 
ing all necessary tools, according to their 
occupation, and those who have teams bring 
them also, unless otherwise advised by the 
Temple Committee. Should any one be de- 
tained from his labour by unavoidable cir- 
eumstances on the day appointed, let him 
8 the next day, or the first day possi- 
le 

N. B. — The eaptains of the respective 
e are particularly requested to be at 
the place of labour on their respective days, 
and keep an accurate account of each man’s 
work, and be ready to exhibit a list of the 
name when called for. 

The heart of the Trustee is daily made to 


„ rejoice in the good feelings of ‘che | 


is received, in relation to certain tithin 


carry 
forward the work of the Lord, and rear His 
‘Temple; and it is hoped that neither plant- 
ing, sowing, or reaping will hereafter be 
made to interfere with the regulations hint- 
ed at above. 

sun. Trustee in Trust. 


Recorder's Office, Feb. 21, 1842. 
We would also say to all the Churches, 
that inasmuch as they want the blessings 
of God and Angels, as also of the Church 
of Jesus Christ, and wish to see it spread 
and prosper through the world, and Zion 
built up and truth and ri htsousnéess pre- 
vail, let all the different Branches: of the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- day Saints 
in all the world, call meetings in their re- 
‘spective places tithe themselves and 
send up to this place to the Trustee in 
Trust, so that his hands may be loosed, and 
the Temple go on, and other works be done, 
such as the new translation of the Bible, 
and the record of Father Abraham published 
to the world. 

Beloved brethren, we as the messengers 
of the Lord feel to call upon you to help 
roll on the mighty work, it is our duty so 
to do, and it is your reasonable service and 


the Lord will bless you in s0 doing. 


We subscribe ourselves your humble ser- 
vants, and standard bearers to the world, 
Brieuam Youne, President, 

W. — Clerk of the Twelve. 


Tuesday, 22nd. Attended to a variety 
of business as usual. 

Wednesday, 231d. Settled with and 
paid brother Chase, and assisted in the 
Counting Room in settling with Ebenezer 
Robinson, visiting the printing office and 
gave Reuben Hedlock instruction con- 
cerning the cut for the altar and Gods in 


the Records of Abraham, as ee for 
the Times and Seasons. 

Thursday, 25th. in Council 
with the — atten to business at 


the General Office. P. u. Was explaining 
the records of Abraham to the Recorder. 
Sisters Marinda, Mary, and en . 


| Nauvoo, Feb. 24 1842. 
Beloved Brother — ours of the 24th ‘ult. 
of 
your neighbourhood to 
your account, which yon bold the 
Church to the amount of einde 

and 


81350 of your own. 


There are no recei 
received on Tithing ; but an en 
in the Book of the Law of the 


| Deed 
| 

he first story of the 
Brick Store), on the Tithings, and in 
Council in my office with Elders Brigham 
Young, Heber C. Kimball, and others. 

| A severe shock of an _ threw 


“if the 


adores {hie thane; BOOS, on the obliga- 


tion you hold against the Church, and give | 


me notice accordingly, with a schedule of 
individual's names and payments, the same 
Yours, &c. 
Joszrn SMITH, 
W. Ricuarps, Seribe, 


Friday, 25th. Engaged in counselling: 


and general business. 
Saturday, 26th. At the Recorder's 
Office engaged in the Tithing, and at a 


Court at the Office of the Patriarch. 
_ Sunday, 27th. Engaged in counsel- 
ling the Ants. 


onday, 28th. I offered a settlement 
to Father Snow by Jenkin's Notes, which 
he declined, choosing to take land in 
Ramus; paid brother Robert Pierce 
82, 700, the balance due him for a farm 
Dr. Galland bought of brother Pierce in 
Brandywine Township, Chester County, 
Pennsylvania for $5,000, namely a Deed 


for Lot 2, Block 94, 81. 100, and Lot 4, 
Block 95, §800, and Lot 4, Block 78, 
8806. The remainder having. been pre- 


EDITORIAL) 
partie ving at distance. notified: of they 


1 will pay you ‘the | 
in your letter, and you will 


while I was living in 
| ship, Chester Cuunty, Pennsylvania, and 


many supposed, or pretended to suppose, I 
would get nothing.in return; but I wish to 
say to all my old 
Pennsylvania, through the medium of the 
Times and Seasons, that I have rece 

pay in fall from the Church of Jes Is Christ 
of Latter-day Saints, through — sir, 
as their Trustee in Trust, according to the 
original contract; and that from my ac- 
quaintance with yourself, and those breth~ 
ren who are assisting you in the and 
increasing business of the „ I bave 
the fullest confidence in all the transactions 


of the Church, and I request those papers 


in Philadelphia, who published concerning 
my sale and loss, with such bitter lamenta- 
tions, to publish this also. 

I am, sir, your brother and well-wisher, 


PIERCE. | 


Nauvoo, Feb. 36;, 1842. 
viously paid. The bond was cancelled 12 
(To be 


— ~ — — u— 
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SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 1867. 


BE FAITHFUL IN GOOD WoRKS.—According to the plan which we have laid-before the 
Saints, a large number of Tracts are now in the Conferences, and we presume that 
they are generally being put into circulation among the people. The plan is an exten- 
sive oue, and is calculated to do a proportionate amount of good, wherever continued 
and efficient efforts are made to carry it out. This rests upon the Elders and 

Saints in the various Conferences. Some of the people will, doubtless, refuse to 
receive and read these Tracts, and may treat many of those who carry the truth to them 
with contempt and abuse. But as they cannot come under condemnation until 
they have an opportunity of obeying or rejecting the truth, the Lord requires those who — 
shave received it and know something of its value, to give them that opportunity inas- 
much as cirtumstances will permit. The Saints, in order to obtain salvation themnelves, 
must do their duty, and clear their skirts of the blood of this ger 
we exhort them to be diligent in this and all other duties that are required of them, 
in order to preach the Gospel, gather Israel, and build up the kingdom of God. Seek 
* light of: the Holy Spirit to lead and guide you: in all the duties of 


89 | 
faction of the whole, in 
president Joseph Smit. 
Dear Sir—I feel anxious to exprese my i 
feelings concerning the business. transactions 
between the Churcl 
well known to man | 
—⅜ 


29 afew lines, to let you know-how we | 
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life. your make Zion: ‘within. », 


m your habitations. Then go forth and preach the Gospel, distributing Tracta and 


also to your’ daily labours, with the Spirit of peace and good will burning in your 
bosoms; you will then have power r 
fountain of light from which you derive joy and comfort. 

It is own Tn the hing- 
dom of Ged our inheritances will be given to us according to the exertions we make to 
establish that kingdom on the earth. It is the united and constantefférts of the Saints, 


guided by the powers of heaven, that is to overthrow the power of Satan, and redeem 


the earth from his dominion. The EMers of this Charch should preach the Gospel, and 
the Saints should visit from house to house, leaving the printed. word} and when opportu- 
nity offers, bearing their testimony that God has again revealed His will from the hea- 
vens, and sent Apostles and Prophets to declare the way of life and salvation to the chil- 
dren. of men. These individual efforts, when considered singly, appear small, 
and not productive of very. great results, but when the multitude of them are all 
concentrated for the attainment of one object, they are mighty in their influence, and 
constitute the lever by which Babylon is to be turned upside down, and the 
kingdom of God established on its ruins. It becomes the Baints, therefore, to be 
diligent in all these apparently small things, out of which the great whole of this 
latter-day work is made up, and thereby obtain the fulfilment of the promise, that he 


who is faithfal over a few things, shall be made ruler over many. 


_ This life, with its trials and sorrows, will soon pass away, As. we become con- 
scious that its last sands are leaving the hour-glass of time, hom pleasing it will be 


that has been given to us. When the final account comes to be settled, if we find that 
our sins have gone before us to judgment, and that there is a balance in our favour in 
the accounts of this probation, we shall indeed be a thousand times rephid for all our 
labours here. 
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Gea ls iy, Testor ‘many souls unto Obrist, so’ that 
n feel. | upon. 
inga that I now take up my to write}. Our 


along here. We received 


BRE 


— tint you: may peo. 


to review its changing scenes, and be able to say within ourselves that we are satisfied 
lire. rin striv VA do rood ad WU ric Ateousness’ according to the hen 

DESERET. ess the snirit of revelation. and be instru- 

| n 
| when 
| many 
joy be 
| avened 
ite a number of 
| — ned- from their missions on 
| _ Your welcome letter tis" morning, nt; The Spirit of the M- 
| caused our-hearts 60 rejuite, by | seems’. to: rest 
— — — They feel thankful: to Him, 
| in your field of labour: in. safety, ar en sent forth among the na- 
| A feel to thank od my, he are practised by all classes 
| er, and ‘pray that the same m — 
—— 
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since I lach Utah. 
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HOWE (COMRESPOND ENTER: 
| ‘Of: the Most: 1 |! Mother offer 
ve: Seen the contrast: between | God for Hi. 
earth, w * . strengthens 4 
A work of reformation has:commenced | ihg of the 
among the Saints here. We receive much | enced: early i 
from the First Presidency. Everything» 
| 
to the things which pertain to the the Saints“ | 
ingdom of God, and our-eternal welfare, | all His me ; 
that. the time has. come, w we: : 
m true colours, and 0 4 
commanded to be hate 
ission of sins, and renew ROMNEY. 
ts. 
HOME CORRESPONDENCE. 
SOUTHAMPTON AND DORSETSHIRE station, acoording to the abjlity which 
20, Wingfield Street, Landport, bee done, well satisfied that o 
Portsmouth, January 13, 1857, myself T eonld have done nothing. 
President O. Pratt. instituted: the: 
arrived, I make this my annual report | 13, A 2 wane, 
relative-to the: condition of the Pastorate | about: July lat, 1880, ‘Balgte have - 
ferther: it, and they bear testimonythas it is 
privilege of returning: home this season, — 
redaction in the: of funds, 
from the arrears, 
by: Presid kgenoy; ben including £26 
ad Dorset? sbers om 400 Saints. 
fill dat important | has-been divécted. to the:reduction of the 


th Book about £100. 
About the month. of October last, we 


not at first receive sums smaller than one 
shilling. President E. T. Benson visited 
us at the close of that month, and gave us 
much good advice, relative to the subject | 
which we have adopted; since then we 
receive any sum, however small it may be, 
which bas given quite an impetus to the 
increase of this fund. All enter into this 
work heartily, even ehildren take hold 
of it with avidity, and save their half- 


for warded, up to December 10, 
the sum of £35 12s, none of which will 
be wanted for this season’s emigration. 

I have money in hand now, and some 
has been deposited, that is yet in the 
hands of the officers of the different 
Branches, which I hope soon to get in 
I shall then transfer the whole business 
into the bands of Pastor Holden. 

I have pleasure in “guns that both 
Conferences are in good ition at 
sent. The Saints feel well, and 
Holding the Priesthood are united in their 
efforts to advance the work of the Lord: 
The distribution of tracts is taken hold of 
— irit, and I believe that your coun- 

of the tract 
and Morals in Utah have been distributed 


among the clergy and aristocracy. 
—— — has not been 
neglected; have been delivered 


in ———ů— 
prospect of doing good, practi- 
22 of making the 


prineiples of “ Mormonism known. 
The number of baptisms has increased 
during the last six months. The Presi- 
— — — El- 
ers have energetio in carrying out 
my counsels, and have done alt that they 
-eould to build up the kingdom of God. 
The Southampton Conference will be 
‘held next Sunday, January 18. Dorset- 
shire Conference the Sunday following, 
at which we hope to have the company 


—— — 


Conference, 
has raised during the year, exclusive of 


GLASGOW, DUNDEE, AND KIL 
MARNOCK, CONFERENCES. 
41, Charlotte Street, Glasgow, 
9, 1887. 
President Orson Prat. 

Dear Brother — As my labours in this 
land are about closed, I make the fullow- 
ing statements of what I have been doing, 
through the blessings of the Lord, since 
I left Utah. 
In the year 1852, I left the mountains, 
and, in company with yourself and other 
missionaries, crossed the Plains. Not- 
— the difficulties attending our 
journey, we — ST times at 
our meetings "which we on the way. 
ose On our arrival in the States, we had 
to separate and make our way to the dif- 
ferent fields = — to which we were 
ap 3 though separated in 
I thank God that we have been K 
spirit. 

On my arrival in ‘Léverpool, I was 
pointed by President Samuel W. ame 
to labour in the Southampton Conference, 
under the Pastoral direction of Elder 
James G. Willie. I laboured there about 
ten months, and the good Spirit of the Gos- 
pel was with me in my labours. There are 
in the district of — 
in that country, W 
is in the work of the Lord — en 

Near the close of my labours in that 
field, Elder Daniel 2 who was 
Counsellor to President Richards came to 
— and asked me if I would 

Dorsetshire: Oonference. 
any- 
where —— he — me, ane: toc 
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ö Book Debt, and means are now being raised | month, and is well informed in all ‘mat- 
| ‘which will cause it gradually to decrease. | ters pertaining to the Pastorate. 
have enjoyed m It has 
dne continual testimony to me of the 
truth of the latter-day work. But not- 
to be placed in the Office at on this mission, I feel 
iverpool to the credit. of the individuals ion. 
| Who contribute the various sums. We did oping that you are satisfied with my 
: abours, I remain, yours devotedly, in the 
dause of truth and righteousness, 
| * Joun C. Hatt. 
3 and went to Dor- 
3 I laboured in connexion 
aa Allred. We were one 


111. 7148111 is 115 
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‘Nottingham -on she 27th 


of 


5 from President Ri 
haveinever ſongot; but, by of the 
Holy Ghost, ‘Tthave endeavoured to 
letter. 


the Ist f February 

was ‘prepared to dof:she 
Glagow Conference, Which —— 
fasting and prayer, that L might 
did and assistance of 1 got 


us few diffeulttes, but by faith, patience; 
and the blessing: of the Dord, ree thave 


-overcome 
cit “the summer we: nid 


times we met with 

who love darkness chads light, be- 
-eause their deeds are evil. “This 
tion to the truth did us mueh 

many times seen from thirty 10 
strangers come: to our hall on a Sab 
evening from these meetings. We have 
-cast the net and eaughta few, ether good 
or bad, time will prove. There are still 
many who attend our meetings on Sun- 


ve 


y evenings. this 
Conſerenoe are investigating the truth 
and Attending our meetings. Yet: after 
all, there are but few who: ender ‘obedi- 
ence to the Gospel. 

During the past we have deen P 


favoured with the visits of many of ithe 
Elders, from whose wise instructions we 
received much comfort and strength. 


here has been 116 baptized, and I'wegret | gather 


that some have been excommuni- 
: We ‘haveremiigrated 152, and paid 
2118 10s. IId. to the Temple Fund. 
We found in this Conference 91 scattered 
members on our list. We have searched 
out many of thera, some of whom we have 
brought back into the Ghurch by re- 
— others’ did not- win tb have a 


pe 


| tleman. — — — 


ama wich us, whe | 


«3 


| 
— th 
tion: to — ‘think 
theti the: — 


the law — have taken ia: lively 
wont. — ived 
0 — 


by: divine | 
prayer in, thi the 


N 

that 

abide — God 

His blessings. 

ve alread anch on 


‘(Please aceept: of. out bumble 


scattered smetibers by :eevebing .thé;slis. 
I — — 
| on the 28th of the sie month, in | | 
pany swith Presidents F. D. anid foubdbto hte, and 
Cyrus H. Wheelock. On ane «who the . inc Lt of bbe 
Gospel 
ky and that I chase bis blessiags upon 
-bas gone 
it in auoh n. 
‘the em tion Pator Bunker: — 
President Granger, handrédsief:the breth- geod and an intelligent opsople, with 
| ren were thrown‘eut of work, which lasted | whoni I .have:been muchifavoured:in my 
to foe months. This veised | isbeurs. I :have felt by the gift and 
wer of the Hoy Ghost to bless:them. 
Sabbath days, we bal two companies 
| preaching Glasgow Green, to large phiet, 
andi inging many into the Hingüom 
not 1 of: 
or hearing anything of the Ghurah of 
Jesus Christ of Latter-day: faints, who, 
‘you; will‘havé the 
—— with 
glorious Gospel, ito the 
vants to write such: 
nest into the 
| II feel truly: thankfal to my heavenly 


ach ay 2 


removed from 
fon peta ad the Of ita in 
babltante the relactantearth | 


over "the word, and though frequent un 

repelled: wich scorn and derision, 

to their labours with the most — 

— But a few years ago, and a 

: dful of refugee men and women from | r 
Missouri were wending an untrodden 20 


trout in 


* 


8 


throug b the heart of a vast and un- fever 
Enown tract, in earch of sme place where 


they might shelter from ‘the: J 
of dhe world, and nom that handful of 
have grown to be a 11 


terms with the States, and set- 
The id nization of 
ra — colon 
California can be accounted for on natural ships 
ages ‘but the — of Utah | so 


Thousands are | 


Australia, and the 
States. They have their esniesarion in all 
these and other countries, d iligently . i 


the way and making the 
— to their 


The revenue of the 
to 


Ble, demanding admission into the Union | far fester than 


40: fiom England, | addition. 
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4 
. THE, MOBMONS oH urn. 
the “ San Franctecd Sun, November'13. : 
Perhaps there is not a more me, of. a 
to: & Land en- 
They call ‘sorte -of q 
6, 0 ‘all ‘kinds of fung 
dy lofty and rugged mountains, U ay great attention to raising ‘the 4 
gradually and steadily becoming an yreeds of stock, poultry, &.; they 
of far greater importance than we courage the fine arts; pa mu- ce 
7 of Tmpelled, by the | s ‘patronized ; und 
most in ſanaticiam, and living un- — aie a 
der the most prone of theocratic | of California, with ‘all her bousted wealth 
government ſ d and zealous | and vast natural resources. Theses are facts 
obedience to the of their leader, —stern accusatory facts—containing’a les- 5 
D omising ‘country | * 12 
and that Sheaks ‘he wild 
excitement - they have no time for. it. d 
xy settled in a poor region to make it 
fevered by the plots of the g: — a 
the who are willing 
om Missouri, containing all their world's 4 
ips in fall other routes 
on to be opened, & wagon road in pro- a 
o hundred miles of our California fron- oa 
ers, so that a traveller 1 3 
can sleep at one of their settle- 3 


